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For myself, I frankly admit I had not abandoned all hope.
If anyone could do anything in Rome, I thought it "would be
Billow. In my opinion, apart from practical considerations,
his personal relations should give him a special interest in his
task.
His wife was an Italian and stepdaughter of Marco
Minghetti, who had paved the way for Italy's alliance with
the Central Powers. After Minghetti had been for a short
time Italy's diplomatic representative in Vienna, he had as
Minister-President accompanied King Victor Emmanuel IE
to Vienna and Berlin, had been a friend of the late Emperor
Frederick, had been in close personal touch with eminent
Germans, had known intimately Ambassador von Keudell,
had been an admirer of Prince Bismarck, and had associated
himself with his political opponent Crispi in favouring good
relations with Germany.
Through his wife and mother-in-law Billow had made a
large number of personal friends in Italy. During the years
as Ambassador which had immediately preceded his appoint-
ment as State Secretary for Foreign Affairs, he had cultivated
and increased these connections.
Then when he had retired from the Imperial Chancellor-
ship, he had settled in Rome with greatly increased prestige
and there maintained a magnificent establishment. As
Prince, ex-Chancellor and grand-seigpeur, he had made the
Villa Malta the most distinguished rendezvous of Roman
society.
The outbreak of the war had surprised him in Germany,
where, following his old custom, he was spending the summer
in Norderney. The ex-Chancellor could not hold aloof from
events. He was obliged to place himself at the disposal of
the Kaiser and his Government. When at the outbreak of
the war Italy stood aside, he felt immediately that the Villa
Malta would have to get on without him during the coming
winter, even if Italy remained merely neutral and not hostile
to her ally. The neutrality of a friend must naturally be
regarded as passive hostility. He could only return to the
Villa Malta if a special mission sent him to Italy,
Even if the Ambassador then in office showed himself fully
equal to his task, the Imperial Government were bound
seriously to consider recalling him in favour of Prince Bulow,